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On Canuvas

Bollywood sells - be It colas, automobiles
or even pantings. Bombay's tinsel town
has boen now become an msparation for
many Incians bving at home and abroad

The most Bumous xample o that
of M F Hussaun, who recently beciame a
citizen of Qatar. His life has come a full
circle = he started his carcer by painting
Blm posters and hoarding, and later
found his muse i Madhun Dixie, a wop
Hindi film actress

Simikarly, many others 100 have
used Bollvwood as their central theme.
Anpna Kuthwala, known for making
portrais of Shah Rukh Khan, also
exhibited her paintings inspired by the
Bollywood blockbuster Singh is Kinng in
2008.This love is not confined to Indian
artists. Barron Holland, an esablished
European pamter, known for colourful
semi-abstract works has created several
paintings inspired by the mammoth
Indian flm mdustry.

Hence it is no surprise that
Singupore 100 a part of this
bandwangon; some Indian artsts based
here have used Bollywood in their
artwork. For instance, Ketna Patel, the
designer of Rupee Room, a popular
lounge and nightclub at the very populis
Clarke Quay used Bollywood as her
central theme. She created curnains and
couches with Gbrics which had montages
of old and new movies printed on it
She also introduced delicate Literns to
give you a feel of an Indian street with
no electriaty and shadows due o dim-lit

diyas and lamps.

10 INDIASE

Countless Hindi movies have been based on
Lnglish originals. This is truly a case of the
inspired becoming the inspiration.
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Patel also installed glass beaded
curtains, redefining eroticism and
loaned out her acrvhic Mughal glass
window lrames to signify the legacy and
magnificence of Bollvwood,

The colour palette used by Patel
was purple and s various shades “as it
sgnifies patriotism and rovalty which
i a way dehines Bollvwood 10 a certain
extent,” she sad

Patel’s love for the film industry has
not been confined to simply the Rupee
Room, She has also created a major light
sculpeure tor the rool top bar st The
Screening Room. The acrylic sculpure
which is three floors long is also mspired
by the movies. This Amitabh Bachchan
fan has created a number of other works
which are a part her private collection,

Patel bebeves that Bollywood s a
very powerful communication device.

“A rikdhauaala can peep into a banker’s

hugh-profile condominium life. Tsn't that

greae? don't take this subject frvolously,

i's more powerful than politics,” said

Patel. Elaborating on her inspiraton, she
added. "I never lived in India bur ms
roots were [Indian. The sole way to peep
mto Indian culture was Bollywood, so
my love and connection to India came
from movies,”

Another Singapore-hased artist,
Ragul Mehta, has a somewhat similar
story. Though born m Indw, she moved
1o Israed ar a very early age. "The onk
way o make a connection with my home
country was Bollywood.” said Mehta. The
4 1wear-old artige recently exhibated her
knest collection of paintingy inspired by
Bollywood in Singapore. The collection
inchuded paintings of Aishwarva Rai
Bachchan, Sushmita Sen, Shahrukh Khan,
Hrtik Roslan and o on

Extensively wsing pop and
contemporary an techniques Mehta's
colour palette is very vibrant. “My
techniques in painting are not very Indan
but T have used Jots of colours in my work
pust ke Bollywood. | wanted my work o
be nch and colourful,” said Mehta. 2

The sole way to peep into Indian culture
was Bollywood and the only way to make
a connection with our home country.
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Top: Pointings of Sushmito Sen
ond Sheh Rukh Khan by Rajul

Mehto Bottom: Ketno Potels

Boltyweod Inspired work.




