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LA ARTIST

- Painting
~ her future

Ketna Patel was stifling in a safe job in
London, until the urge to escape took her to

Singapore. Now she’s built a life as an artist.
By Carolyne Locher Pictures Lisa Young







surrounded by writers, actors and musicians, who

sat on their porches strumm;
Work started to come in steadily for Ketna, and

she met John soon after, They were married in

8 guitars.

Kenya, having each taken a two-year sabbatical to
see the world and collect inspiration for thelr work.
Living in Singapore i inexpensive compared

1o the UK. Aside from running a car, the biggest
expenditure is housing,” says John. Happily
riends moved out of adjacent houses just as Ketna
and John arrived back in Singapore from thelr
travels. Wanting a workspace at home, they rented
both houses at a cost of $54,500.00 a month and
knocked them together. Their three bedsooms,
living area, studios and additional workrooms meet
in the middie in 22,000 sq.ft.
i what used 1 b he garen that divided both
houses.

space

John employed an accountant to register their
business partnership with the i
orate Regulatory Authory and turned their
home-cum-gallery nto a viable income-gener
concern. The Michi Gallery was launched in March
2005 in a blaze of fire-caters and flamenco. As well
15, they rent space to corpora
s ik Inel who hird the entire house for

counting and

Corpo

regulas exhibitions and they screen films, hold

Balinese Gamelan

monthly flamenco performances
Now 39,

orchestra rehearsals and host

four exhibitions in 2007 alone

Ketna says, “Living in
eatin the food markets for  dollar, Public
transport, taxis and consumables are cheap, as
is the rlative cost of employing a housekeeper,
Everything we need is ten minutes away and

igapore is easy. You can

s enytbesontaneots Wecan et i
to Malaysta or fly from Changi airport to Bali for

f's supermarket at 3am and watch tourlsts
stock up on clothes,
homesick, 1 can go to our local food market and

as or spices. I 1 am

photograph life i all its diversity in Litle India
or Chinatown for my work, and no one will bother
me. I feelsafe here. It allows me the freedom to
be creative - something I never felt in London.




