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of political correctness that sifle genuine

communication. While there have been

that our collective visual conditioning is et
2 flatter and more homogenous. Arc we
ing the demise of the individual I e
ally want 10 experiment with these thoughts
by producing the same narmrive using dif
ferent techniques. How much of the world

People are important to Patel, One
can see this clearly in such works as her

W e acuamn

peing consumed by
the illusion rather than
reality. by games
than face-o-face com
atel has
ers. nor should

manufactuned, compared 0.l
imade.” she says, “The fatr ofin b hind
world, cheap labor’ connotations, and is

sadly perceived of as inferior. Advertising

ground pasie from an organic shop. Clothes,

hain stores are more accepted

made by individual persons, Has
anyone noticed how “corporate men’ wear

sinilar clothes on weekends? My belif is
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2007, mixod media on canvas, 4x
large mixed-media works
Rajastbani Dooricays

Astan Faces,
and her Asta Pop

Justhe Doomeays ave nformed by Pl
architectural past. H

of lfe through an
and window:

the juxtapositions of textures and geo

series. Works such as Pricate Rojak Korner
(2006), Indo
Flowers (2006) amply reflect Patel's concern
with ordinary culture and the people and
places that make it alive for us. Here we

lochine (2005), and Fo

have the quict of the café and something of
ihe dlichés aboutthe submissive and sexy
Asian woman, but is
Justaposed with two

ing the present anel he
future, and the notion
beauty is only
deep.

el po

Western Pop artists

diversity exists. | justa:

cultural, political, and
class boundaries that
have hemmed in most
of us. Singular storics
have become increas
ingly plural.

But it is not only the figures and
architectural elements of Patel’s art that are
siiking, he both book and

use of texts,

we are rarely aware of but sl form part
of society’s intrcate visual culture
revealing. Offen, it is not conscious of itslf

Like words etched on the back of public
toilet doors, street text’ can show us sides
of ourselves that we prefer 10 keep hidden.
says Patel. “Shop

misspelled menus
road names. supermarket. notice boards,






